
Calling grey chins and 
frosted muzzles!  

If you own a Flat-coat 11+, 
please consider participating in 
a promising new longevity study 

sponsored by The Flat-coated 
Retriever Foundation.  

Dr. Rebhun and Dr. Bannasch (University of California, School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Bannasch Lab) are investigating a genetic basis for healthy long life 
in large breed dogs, and they have invited Flat-coats to participate. A simple 
blood sample submission from your oldster may help unlock clues to improve 
longevity in our beloved breed. The Flat-coated Retriever Foundation has 
generously agreed to reimburse FCRSA members 50% of participation costs up 
to $50 per dog with a $2500 annual cap.

How to Participate: 
1. Coordinate sample collection with 

your vet. Many vets offer discounts 
on blood draws for research so be 
sure to let your vet’s office know 
about the study. 

2. Follow the instructions for sample 
collection and shipment available 
on the web at: www.fcrsa.org/
longevity-study 

3. For Foundation reimbursement, 
email mbbissig@gmail.com with 
your mailing address and attach 
copies of your vet and UPS / FedEx 
receipts.  

Questions? Email Xan at 
alatta@mac.com

About the study: “Cancer represents 
one of the major causes of mortality in 
dogs. Many current studies are aimed at 
trying to identify genes associated with 
diseases in dogs including heart disease 
and cancer, but we are looking to see if 
there might exist ‘protective genes’ that 
could help protect against these same 
life-limiting diseases in the dog. We have 
used genome wide association to screen 
for genes that are possibly associated 
with longevity in aged golden retrievers. 
It is hoped that identification of such 
genes might help us to understand why 
some individual dogs or dog breeds live 
longer, and we sincerely hope that it 
might someday lead to improved 
lifespans for our faithful companions.” 
- Dr. Rebhun and Dr. Bannasch
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